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felted network is without the broad water-vessels ex-
hibited by the dry-rot fungus. The growth of this fungus
is prevented by the wood being dried before use and
proper ventilation provided. Other fungi attacking
timber are : Lenzites sepiaria&nd abistina onconiferae, and
Daealea quercina on oak, which only grow on very damp
wood, the organs of fructification only appearing on the
surface, and the mycelium occupying the interior of the
wood.
A fungi which was formerly found to be extremely
destructive to oak-built ships is the Polyporus hybridus,
of which the following description is given by Berkeley :
" White, mycelium thick, forming a dense membrane, or
creeping branched strings, hymenium breaking up into
arese, pores long, slender, minute/'
The fungi arising from oak timbers are, according to
McWilliam, generally in clusters of from three to ten or
twelve, while those from fir timber are mostly in single
plants ; and these will continue to succeed each other
until the wood is quite exhausted.                 *
Britton, in his treatise on Dry-rot in Timber, observes :
" From the slow progress dry-rot makes in damp situations
it appears that excessive damps are inimical to the fungus,
for its growth is more rapid in proportion as the situation
is less damp, until arrived at that certain degree of mois-
ture which is suited both to its production and vegetation.
When further extended to dry situations, its effects are
considerably more destructive to the timber on which it
subsists : here it is very fibrous, and in part covered with
a light-brown membrane,, perfectly soft and smooth. It is
often of much greater magnitude, projecting from the
timber in a white spongeous excrescence, on the surface
of which a profuse humidity is frequently observed ; at
other times, it consists only of a fibrous and thin-coated